
 

                      Envirolink Newsletter 
                May 2016 
 
   

  Date Claimers! 
 

Sun 1st  8.30am-12.30pm: Capricorn Coast Landcare Group – WORKING BEE 
  BYO gloves and hat – BBQ lunch provided. Rehab site opp. Yeppoon Central. Contact Jo 4939 1002 
 
  1pm on: Native Plants Capricornia – WATERWAYS OUTING 
  BYO chair and afternoon tea. Meet Northside Plaza carpark, Rocky. More info Ann 4928 3699  
 
9th-15th   National Volunteer Week 
   

Sat 14th   World Migratory Bird Day 
 
  10-11am: Birdlife Capricornia – SHOREBIRDS IN CAPRICORNIA INFO SESSION 
  Nthn hemisphere migratory birds. Yeppoon Library. More info, Allan Briggs abriggs@irock.com.au  
 
  3-5pm: Emu Park Bushcare – WORKING BEE 
  BYO gloves, sun smart gear. Marine Parade (orange fence). Contact emuparkbushcare@ymail.com  
   
Sun 15th  8.30am-12pm: Butterfly Discovery Day – FREE WALK, MUSIC & ACTIVITIES  
  Lammermoor Native Gardens. More info contact Capricornia Catchments on 4921 0573 
 
Sun 22nd  International Day for Biological Diversity 
 
Tues 31st Marine Debris Video Competition closes – WIN A $500 VOUCHER! 

 
 Sun 5th World Environment Day 

   
 
 

In honour of a beautiful soul 
This Sunday we’d like to invite you to join us at our  
Figtree Creek working bee which we will be dedicating 
in honour and memory of Wade Mann – a gentle man 
who touched and inspired the lives of many.  

A lot of you will know Wade as a staunch supporter 
and active member of Landcare, the environment and 
our community. At our office we also came to know 
Wade as a purveyor of better tea making and 
gardening practices, but most importantly as a friend.  

I know mornings, meetings and events will never be 
the same with his passing. Yet I am so incredibly 
thankful for the passion, courage and commraderie 
this man has bought into my life - may we all be so 
lucky to possess such a beautiful soul. 

 

 

 

 COMING UP 

IN JUNE! 

 

     - Alby Wooler  
         President 
 

Harmony Day Tree Plant 2010. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Capricorn-Coast-Landcare-Group-Inc-213218805445439/?ref=hl
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/nvw/
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-capricornia
mailto:abriggs@irock.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/emuparkbushcare/?fref=ts
mailto:emuparkbushcare@ymail.com
https://www.cbd.int/idb/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/fd591f1cb9c9c4ed225f7cc31/files/Marine_Debris_VideoCompFlyer_Entry3_22_2_16.pdf
http://web.unep.org/wed/2016


 

YSS HERB GARDEN OFF TO A 
FLYING START 
With a couple weeks of holidays this past 
month, things have been quiet on the Junior 
Landcare garden front, but we’re pretty 
excited to see how well Yeppoon State 
School’s herb spiral has grown.  
 
Thanks to some fresh potting mix, dynamic 
lifter and a suite of herbs from Bunnings and 
Yates Rockhampton, the herb harvest this 
year is sure to be a cracker! 
 
 

NEW RESOURCES AT ENVIROLINK 
Thanks to a grant from Fitzroy Basin Association we 
have just added a water quality monitoring kit, some 
handy new field guides AND 2 pairs of binoculars to the 
tool and book library at the Envirolink Centre. 

As part of the Figtree Creek Rehabilitation project and 
to support BirdLife Capricornia, our volunteers are 
undertaking bird and creek life surveys on the first 
Thursday of every month at Figtree Creek Rehabilitation 
site opposite Yeppoon Central. 

If you’d like to join in the fun, contact us for more info 
at the Envirolink Centre on 4939 1002.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BYO hat, gloves, chair and water bottle - 

refreshments and BBQ lunch provided. 

http://www.fba.org.au/
http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-capricornia


 

A ‘LIL WORD ON WILDLIFE  

from Steph K  
This month it’s on the Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps rogersi), 
also known as the Pacific Emerald Dove or Green-winged 
Pigeon. 

These striking doves are native to Australia and found along 
most of the east coast as well as a few parts along the north 
coast – in fact the one we see locally is one of 9 subspecies!  

You may well hear them before you see them – they make a 
distinctive whistle sound with their wings when taking off 
and landing. They also make a soft drawn-out call while 
communicating with mates and other flock members.  

Emerald doves live in a variety of different habitats including edges/clearings in rainforest, subtropical scrubs, 
grasslands, dry woodlands, urban areas and farms.  They are ground feeders with their diet consisting of a variety of 
fallen fruit and seeds and occasionally small insects. As ground feeders, it’ll be no surprise that the greatest threat to 
these birds appears to be predation from cats and rats. You can do your bit by monitoring your cat while it’s outside 
and not allowing it to wander. 

NATIVE PLANT OF THE MONTH 
Hard Aspen by Malcom W 
Acronychia laevis, also known as Glossy acronychia or 
hard aspen, is a rainforest species in the citrus family. It is 
large shrub or small tree that grows to about 6 metres. It 
is an easily grown plant that does best in well composted 
soil in an area with some shade. It is an attractive plant 
with glossy green leaves that are aromatic when crushed.  

Cream or white flowers appear in mainly summer and 
autumn; followed by pinkish red to purple drupes. This 
fruit is edible, but not very palatable. There a number of 
birds that eat the fruit, including Emerald doves, Topknot 
and White-headed pigeons. The plant also provides larval 

                   food for at least two moth species. 

FREE Aspens are avaliable for all CCLG members from the Envirolink Office courtesy of Livingstone Community Nursery. 

 

PEST CRITTERS THAT COST US – Feral Cats  
 

While we’re sure a native bird has never passed your beloved puddy-tat’s 
mouth, the feral cat population of Australia is probably sleeping well and 
digesting many native things as you read this. And the native things they eat 
are varied and many… small mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects and 
even fish – 5-8% of an adult cat’s weight every day! If only they stuck to the 
rabbits they were released to eradicate back in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries (although evidence suggests cats were present in Australia well 
before European settlement, perhaps escaping from Dutch shipwrecks or 
South-East Asian vessels).  

While direct predation on our native fauna is an obvious threat, cats also carry 
the parasite toxoplasmosis in their intestine, which can cause blindness, respiratory disorders and paralysis in our 
Australian marsupials and also cause abortion and still births. Unlike their domestic cousins, ferals proudly display 
their poops in prominent sites to mark territorial boundaries. If you come across such brazenly displayed scats, 
chances are you’ve got a feral in the neighbourhood. If it’s on your property, by law you are required to control 
control their numbers. Further information is available from your local government office, or by contacting 
 Biosecurity Queensland - ph 13 25 23. 

                Photo courtesy of Ian Montgomery 

                Photo: Wikipedia 

                Photo: Ian Montgomery 

                Photo: Department of Agriculture and Fisheries   

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/61987/IPA-Feral-Cat-Ecology-PA26.pdf
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/biosecurity
http://www.birdway.com.au/columbidae/emerald_dove/source/emerald_dove_154101.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acronychia_laevis
http://www.birdway.com.au/columbidae/emerald_dove/source/emerald_dove_154101.php
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/61987/IPA-Feral-Cat-Ecology-PA26.pdf


 

WEED IT OUT NOW! by Malcom W 

Agapanthus is a popular garden plant that originated in Africa. It is an 
erect fleshy, clumping, perennial lily with long strappy leaves and blue 
or white trumpet-shaped flowers. Each plant stalk produces clusters of 
fruit with numerous small winged seeds. The seed and tubers are easily 
spread by water, wind, humans, contaminated soil and garden refuse 
dumping. Once it escapes into bushland areas this plant quickly 
becomes a real problem weed. 
It is best removed by digging up the shallow roots, bagging all plant 
parts and removing from site. For those who insist on having them in 
the garden it is advisable to remove flower stalks before seed sets. 

 
 
 
 
An ideal native alternative to Agapanthus is the Dianella caerulea, or Blue Flax Lily. 
There are a number of Dianella species, but this one is probably the most striking. It 
grows to about a metre in height and it has a great display of blue flowers in Spring & 
Summer, followed by a profusion of blue to purple edible berries. The tough leaves 
were used by Aborigines to weave dillies and baskets. Prune the flower spikes after 
seeding and the strappy green leaves still make a striking plant. 

 

TOP GARDENING TIP  

from Malcom W 
GETTING WATERWISE! 
Living in a dry climate presents a problem when it 
comes to maintaining a healthy garden. These tips 
will help you be water wise when tending your 
precious plants. 
1. Choose native plants for your gardens. Check 

out what plants the local community nursery 

is growing because they will have local 

species. 

2. Don’t water the garden in the heat of the 

day. Better to give the plants a drink early in 

the morning or in the cool of evening when 

they will really appreciate a drink. 

3. Let the lawn fend for itself. Some of my neighbour  

have sprinklers going for hours on end on their lawn; whilst I let them brown off during dry spells. After rain it 

springs back to look as good as those pampered lawns. My tougher lawn also tends to grow slower, so I don’t 

have to mow as often. 

4. Use water crystals with new plantings. A small handful of re-hydrated water crystals in the hole before planting 

gives the plant access to a reserve of water in drier periods and raises their survival rate. 

5. Choose tubestock over larger potted plants when planting. Tubestock will establish much quicker than plants in 

larger pots; and their roots will not be pot-bound. 

 

 

 
  

 

Water crystals before and after rehydration.  
Photo courtesy of Malcom Wells. 

Blue Flax Lily is an attractive, native 
alternative to Agapanthus.  
Photo courtesy of Plant Inspirations. 

Always consider native alternatives before using plants 
that can create weed issues down the track.   
Photo courtesy of Sydney Weeds Committees. 

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group and the Envirolink Centre are supported by… 

http://www.plantinspirations.com.au/
http://sydneyweeds.org.au/weed/agapanthus/agapanthus-001/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCLG IN THE NEWS >>> 

Thanks to the Capricorn Coast Mirror for their ongoing support! 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://landcareonline.force.com/login?ec=302&inst=6F&startURL=/a0W6F00000OPcuwUAD
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/fd591f1cb9c9c4ed225f7cc31/files/Marine_Debris_VideoCompFlyer_Entry3_22_2_16.pdf


 

 
 

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 
 

ABN: 48 170 539 519 
 

Landcare – a partnership between the environment and sustainable production 

 
 
General meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of every second month at 7.30 pm at the Envirolink 
Centre, 3 / 78 John Street, Yeppoon. All memberships are due for renewal at the October AGM (one 

(1) vote per membership).  
 
Your email will be automatically added to our Envirolink Newsletter and CCLG membership mailing lists. 
   Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive them. 
 

 

    New member                                                          Renew / Update details 
 

 
 

 

Please return to: 
 

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 
PO Box 727, YEPPOON, QLD, 4703   
Phone: (07) 4939 1002    Fax: (07) 4939 1668  Email: envirolink@cqnet.com.au 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Post Code: 

Home Phone: Work Phone: Mobile: 

Email: 

SIGNATURE 

I support the goals, values and activities of Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 

Signature of applicant: Date: 

PAYMENT METHOD 

Single Membership is $5.00 GST included. Family Membership is $10.00 GST included 

Cash Cheque EFT 

Electronic Transfer Reference Number : 

Bank details for on-line payments: 
BSB 064 712   A/C 10018138   Account Name: Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 

* Reference deposit with your first initial & surname. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Received                     /          / Email database  

Receipt Number  Envirolink Newsletter  

  Membership List  

mailto:envirolink@cqnet.com.au


 

 

Your 
business 

  

 

could 
feature 

 
HERE 

 

 
HERE 

 
or 
 

 
HERE 

 
every 

 

 
month 

 
for 

$50/month or 
$500/year 

  

 
AND support Landcare 

activities on the 
Capricorn Coast  
at the same time!  

Reach 200+ every month - contact the Envirolink Centre on 4939 1002 for more info. 


