
 

Envirolink Newsletter:  June 2017 
 

      
 Date Claimers 

 

4th June       Cap Coast Landcare & Livingstone Shire Council: World Environment Day ‘Connecting with Nature’ stall 
       at Fig Tree Creek Markets, 8am – noon. Learn more about Council’s Habitat Stepping Stones Programme    
                      For info phone Envirolink 4939 1002.   
 

4th June       Birdlife Capricornia: June survey Birds in Capricornia For more info email abriggs@irock.com.au 
   

7th June       Capricornia Catchments: Adapting to Climate Variation Workshop Free. Morning tea & lunch provided. 
       Contact/RSVP admin@capcatchments.org.au or (07) 4921 0573 
  

9th – 11th      Native Plants Capricornia: St Lawrence Wetlands Weekend Contact John McCabe 0412 416 649  
  

10th June      Emu Park Bushcare Group: Monthly working bee @ Marine Parade revegetation site (2016 plant-out      
       area) 3:00-5:00pm. More info: jweekers@yahoo.com.au 
 

15th June      Qld Government: Better mine rehabilitation discussion paper submission period open until 15 June.  
       View discussion paper here For more info visit www.treasury.qld.gov.au or call 13QGOV (13 74 68) 
 

21st June      Transition Capricorn Coast: June community meeting all welcome. Queen Street Community Hall, 6pm 
        For more info contact 0477 568 405 
 

24th June      GenYadaba: Saltwater Festival @ Waru Community Gardens. A youth-led music, art and environmental 
        festival from 2 – 9pm. Live music, workshops, speakers, food. $10 entry.  
              

Regular Dates 
 First Thursday of month – Capricorn Coast Landcare biodiversity surveys at Fig Tree Creek. Volunteers always welcome. 
 Every Saturday morning - Yeppoon Community Market at Stevenson Park/Showgrounds 6am-10am. For more info call 

49397976. Reduce food miles and buy fresh, buy local! 
 Every second Saturday of month – Emu Park Bush Care activities. Contact Julianne through their website here 

 

  
Time to reflect 
June is a busy month for Cap Coast Landcare as we finalise projects, write reports, reflect on the past year, 

and look at the bank balance to see what we can do in the next year. A fair amount of worry and the odd 

headache or two comes with being a not-for-profit group, especially in the last few years as governments 

hold tightly to the purse strings of an ever-dwindling environmental kitty. It means that more than ever we rely on volunteers 

and part time staff to deliver quality work; it means we need interested and engaged members who are willing to renew their 

membership each year; it means we depend on the support of our partner groups (most of whom are dealing with the same 

funding dilemmas); and it means there’s the odd prayer thrown in for the benevolence and good will of all of the above!  So… 

how is 2017-2018 shaping up for us? Despite the headaches etc, it’s looking pretty good. We’ve been successful with a State 

Government Community Sustainability Grant so will be rolling out our ‘Fig Tree Creek Mangroves Community Connections 

Project’, primarily aimed at cleaning up the enormous amount of rubbish in the lower catchment mangroves, before it hits 

our beaches and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. To do this we’ll be appealing for community volunteers (so please 

consider helping). 2017-2018 funding for our Envirolink Centre and the all the community engagement events we run has 

been submitted, and we are waiting to hear if we can continue work on rehabilitating Fig Tree Creek. I have just led a group 

of 40 students from Emu Park State School on an excursion to Cooberrie Park Wildlife Sanctuary thanks to Emu Park Lions 

Club and a Lions Community 100 grant. My thanks to all involved with Landcare, you certainly help me sleep a bit easier at 

night – signs are that Cap Coast Landcare will continue to operate and put ‘feet to the spade’ for another year! 

   

 
Alby Wooler  

President & Junior Landcare Coordinator 

 

mailto:abriggs@irock.com.au
mailto:admin@capcatchments.org.au
mailto:jweekers@yahoo.com.au
https://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/gi/consultation/3851/view.html
http://www.treasury.qld.gov.au/
http://www.emuparkbushcare.org.au/


 

Native Plant of the Month  
 

Glochidion lobocarpum 
Glochidion lobocarpum (Pin Flower tree), is a 
shrub to small tree. It is native to Eastern 
Queensland, and occurs naturally in rainforests, 
beach forest and fringing forest along creeks and 
rivers.  
 
This plant is hardy and reasonably drought 
tolerant; which makes it ideal for our climactic 
conditions. It also flowers prolifically, producing 

clusters of highly scented separate male and female yellowish green flowers between May and 
February.  
 

It can be pruned to a hedge or small shrub; which makes it a great specimen for both small and 
larger gardens. It will grow in a range of soils such as saline clay, coastal sand, sandy and gravel, 
and tolerates conditions from shade to full sun.  The fruit and seeds are eaten by the brown 
cuckoo-dove.  
For more information: Australian Tropical Rainforest Plants 
 

 
 
 

 

A word on birds by Allan Briggs 

The Birds in Capricornia survey is due next Sunday 7th 
June.  Please remember that you can survey for longer than 20 
minutes if you have the time and also record species that you 
see outside of the survey time on other days during the 
month.   
 
We have received reports of Budgerigar, Pink-eared Duck (top 
right) and Black-tailed Native Hen (bottom right) in places like 
Blackwater, Clermont and Duaringa.  It would seem that the 
drought in western districts is pushing these species towards 
the coast where there has been more rainfall and 
consequently surface water to drink and food to eat.   
 

Please keep an eye out for these species and if you see one 
not only record it in your spreadsheet but send me an email 
with species and numbers. 
 

Further information can be found at Birdlife Australia:  

Pink-eared Duck  |  Black-tailed Native Hen 
      

For more information or help with identification contact Allan – abriggs@irock.com.au 

 

A FREE Glochidion lobocarpum is available for CCLG members from the Envirolink Office  
courtesy of Livingstone Community Nursery 

Source: Birdlife Australia 
 
 
 

Source: Birdlife Australia 
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TOP REGENERATION TIP 
Dealing with over-clearing 
By Malcolm Wells 

The photo shows a property on the bank of the 
Hawkesbury River that my company was brought 
in to regenerate on a grant. It was originally 
covered in weeds: Lantana bushes smothered in 
Balloon Vine dominated. There were native 
Casuarina and Eucalypts present, so the plan was 
to remove the weedy understorey and replace it 
with native shrubs and ground covers. The owner 
wanted to use the area as a camping ground for 
tourists, and wanted to retain a view. After we 
had removed the weeds he refused to let us plant, and told us we would not be needed any more. 
 
I put my report in to the people who had given the grant, and was summoned to the site later, where the owner had 
bulldozed the native trees to totally clear the bank. With Council threatening to sue the owner, I finally found a 
solution he would accept. We planted native groundcovers and low shrubs. We also replaced the native trees, but the 
owner would be allowed to remove the lower branches as they grew. This meant that the roots of the trees would 
help stabilize the bank, and the canopy would supply shade; but the view would be mostly unimpeded. Personally, I 
always say that the trees are part of the view, but sometimes we must compromise. 
 
 

Weed it out! By Malcolm Wells 

Shoebutton Ardisia   

 

Ardisia elliptica  is a weed of tropical and sub-tropical regions and mainly 

grows in rainforests, riparian areas and disturbed sites. It is shade-tolerant and 

commonly found in shaded habitats, but can also grow quite happily in open 

areas. It is a shrub or small tree that grows to about 4m, and is native to the 

Indian Sub-continent and south-eastern Asia. It has become naturalised in 

northern, central & south-eastern Queensland, and in the coastal districts of 

the Northern Territory. It can form dense monotypic stands that prevent the 

establishment of all other species. 
 

The plant is in the early stages of spread in Australia, and is listed in the 

Global Invasive Species Database. It is among the top 100 most invasive 

species in the world. Due to its high reproductive output and high shade 

tolerance, dense carpets of seedlings can form underneath adult specimens 

in ideal conditions. 

 

Shoebutton ardisia reproduces only by seed which is spread by fruit-eating 

birds and other animals. They are attracted by the numerous bright red to 

blackish fruit. This is one to watch out for in CQ, it can be treated by foliar 

spray or cut stump methods. Be sure to bag and dispose of the fruit carefully. 

Cap Coast Landcare is already treating and monitoring it in parts of the Lower 

Fig Tree Creek catchment of Yeppoon.    

 

 

You can find more info at: http://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/shoebutton-ardisia 

Photo source: Malcolm Wells 
 
 
 

Photo source: Janet Schipke 

Photo source: Brisbane City Council  
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The fascinating world of MINI BEASTS   

Processionary caterpillar by Janet Schipke 
Ochrogaster lunifer – commonly called Processionary Caterpillar, Carpet Bag Caterpillar, Bag-shelter Moth 

Caterpillar, Soldier Caterpillar, or just plain ‘itchy grub’ for itchy reasons. This species is found throughout Australia in 
Acacia or Eucalypt trees. In coastal areas their nest-bags are located close to the ground, while in inland areas they’re 
often in the canopy.  

 

In Queensland, the pupa stage of their cycle occurs in early Spring, followed by the 
emergence of brown, woolly, adult moths in late October. The adults only live a few 
days and do not feed during that time. Females (photo left) lay between 150-500 eggs 
at the base of the chosen host tree and cover the mass with a thick white layer of 
scales from an abdomen tuft. When the tiny caterpillars emerge they stay inside this 
protective bag away from predators. Only when their old skins are shed do they 
appear as second stage caterpillars and go up the tree to feed on leaves at night, 
always returning to the base nest by dawn.  
 

Caterpillars go through 8 successive moults in their life 
cycle until adulthood is reached. As summer months progress, the base camp nest grows 
with droppings and old skins; other stray caterpillars from different batches may also 
drop in and decide to stay. In fact up to 600 caterpillars may occupy a single nest.  
 
By May the caterpillars are fully grown then leave the tree in order to pupate, joining up 
nose-to-tail in lines metres long and leaving trails of silk. These lines often break off into 
smaller ones as the lead caterpillar will not stop and wait for strays. These processions 
travel up to 150 metres before each caterpillar burrows into the ground or humus layer 
to create a chamber of dirt and silk where they will sit out Winter. And after that the 
cycle starts all over again.   
 

Adult caterpillars are completely covered with hair which is necessary for line formation, 
as they twitch to locate others and join up by contacting the tail hairs of the one in front. 
This hair is also the cause of skin dermatitis or allergies in humans after contact.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Livingstone Shire Council has joined the Habitat Stepping Stones Programme 

Find out how you can create a wildlife-friendly stopover in your backyard and help our local wildlife. Select 
three or more elements to add to your place, receive free native plants, plus wildlife news and tips, and even 
get a Habitat Stepping Stone plaque for your front fence. Visit the website to find out how you can get involved 

www.habitatsteppingstones.org.au or phone Livingstone Shire Council on 1300 790 919 
 
 

Source: Creative Commons – CC BY-SA 
3.0 
 
 

Source: Michael Jefferies Flickr (public) 
 
 
 

http://www.habitatsteppingstones.org.au/
http://www.ozanimals.com/image/albums/australia/Insect/Ctenomorpha-chronus-1.jpg


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Landcare news     

 

LIONS 100 Community Grant 
puts joy on young faces 
 

CCLG President Alby Wooler 
recently led a group of 40 Emu Park 
State School students and teachers 
on an excursion to Cooberrie Park 
Wildlife Refuge.   
 

CapCoast Landcare received 
funding for this trip through a LIONS 
100 Community Grant – a big 
thankyou to Emu Park Lions Club, 
Cooberrie Park and Emu Park State 
School.  
 

The value of these kinds of outside-
the-classroom experiences with 
nature cannot be overstated.  
 

 

 

 

 

From letters to Alby: 

 
‘We learnt about animal 

conservation and in particular, the 

vulnerability of the Southern 

Cassowary and Koala. What I 

enjoyed most was that I got to hold 

my first snake ever.’                                 

   Denya 

 
‘Thankyou for helping us to go to 

Cooberrie Wildlife Sanctuary. The 

animals were awesome. I enjoyed 

seeing all the animals. I had loads 

of fun. I also loved the feeling of the 

snake’s muscles moving.’            

   Jessica 
 

 
(For the opening of ‘Alby Wooler’s 

Environmental Studies Area’ at 

Yeppoon State School)   
 

To Mr Wooler, Alby, Sir, 
 

We would like to say a big thankyou 

on behalf of all past Yeppoon State 

School Landcarers and Waste 

Warriors for giving us the 

opportunity to be a part of your 

wonderful organisation over the 

years, 20 years in fact. You 

educated us on the importance of 

plant life, insects, flora, fauna, and 

the ecosystem. You have given so 

generously of your time, knowledge, 

experiences and resources. You have 

taken us on learning excursions to 

North Keppel where we snorkelled 

and interacted with marine life and 

to Cooberrie Park where we learnt 

about different animals and their 

habitats. You took us to the 

wetlands where you explained your 

view of the larger older trees being 

the elder of the family and the 

smaller being the younger 

generations. You opened up your 

home and gardens each year and 

made us feel part of your family.  

So on this auspicious occasion that 

we are unable to attend, please 

know that you have forever left your 

imprint on our lives.   
                              The O’Brien Family  
 

  



 

 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
CO² website  
 

Launched in 2013, co2.earth was one of the first 
websites to use a ‘.earth’ domain.  As an independent, 
citizen-led initiative the site is packed with climate 
trends, data, visual graphics - a great site to check out all 
things carbon emissions.  
 
https://www.co2.earth/ 
 
 
 

 

 

New public moorings in the Keppels –  

help reduce anchor damage  

For maps and locations visit:  
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/visit-the-reef/moorings 
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Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 
 

ABN: 48 170 539 519 
 

Landcare – a partnership between the environment and sustainable production 

 
 

General meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of every second month at 7.30 pm at the Envirolink 
Centre, 3 / 78 John Street, Yeppoon. All memberships are due for renewal at the October AGM (one 

(1) vote per membership).  
 
Your email will be automatically added to our Envirolink Newsletter and CCLG membership mailing lists.   

  
Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive them. 

 

 
  New member                                                          Renew / Update details 

 

 
 

 

Please return to: 
 

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 
PO Box 727, YEPPOON, QLD, 4703   
Phone: (07) 4939 1002    Fax: (07) 4939 1668  Email: envirolink@cqnet.com.au 
 
 
 

 

MEMBER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Post Code: 

Home Phone: Work Phone: Mobile: 

Email: 

SIGNATURE 

I support the goals, values and activities of Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 

Signature of applicant: Date: 

PAYMENT METHOD 

Single Membership is $5.00 GST included. Family Membership is $10.00 GST included 

Group Membership is $22.00 GST included. Business Membership is $55.00 GST included 

Cash Cheque EFT 

Electronic Transfer Reference Number : 

Bank details for on-line payments: 
                     BSB 064 712   A/C 10018138   Account Name: Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc. 
* Reference deposit with your first initial & surname. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Received                     /          / Email database  

Receipt Number  Envirolink Newsletter  

  Membership List  

mailto:envirolink@cqnet.com.au


 

THANKYOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS! 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Shop25, Keppel Bay Plaza, Yeppoon 

Yeppoon 
Community 

Markets 

Every Saturday 
6am-10am 

Yeppoon 
Showgrounds 

Advertise here – increase your 
exposure 

Call us on 4939 1002 to 
find out how  

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group and the Envirolink Centre are supported by: 

178 Kinka Beach Road, Tanby Q 4703 

Open Mon-Sun           Ph 07 4939 7200 

https://www.betta.com.au/yeppoon-betta-home-living.html?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Business&utm_campaign=BG-Listings
https://www.facebook.com/Livelifepharmacyandhealthfoods/
https://www.facebook.com/YeppoonCommunityMarket/
http://www.tanbygardencentre.com.au/

